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Report from the Data Working Group 

This document is submitted by the Data Working Group to the Programme Board for 
information. 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

Since its creation, the Data Working Group (Data WG) has met 3 times: July 2020, September 
2020, and November 2020. During these three meetings, and with the support of questionnaires,  
the Data WG elected four co-chairs and decided to focus its activities through three subgroups.  

Two co-leads have been identified for each subgroup through a request for volunteers, giving 
attention to gender and geographical balance, followed by voting by Data WG members.    

2 SUBGROUP LEADS 

In Situ Data Subgroup: Helen Glaves (United Kingdom) and Henrik Andersen (European 
Environment Agency). 

Data Ethics Subgroup: Lea Shanley (United States) and Stefano Nativi (European Commission). 

Data Sharing and Data Management Principles Subgroup: Kamila Kabo-bah (Ghana) and Chris 
Shubert (Austria).  

3 WORK PLANNING 

Through the support of online questionnaires, the Data WG members have provided comments 
on each of the Subgroup work plans. Subgroup co-leads have met regularly since November 
2020, together with the GEO Secretariat, to define objectives and milestones for each subgroup. 

The Data Ethics subgroup met in late December to discuss topics of interest to the subgroup.  
Initial points of discussion included the following:  

• Earth Observation data licensing interoperability to support open data/access and 
data sharing. 

• Looking at the issue through the lens of data access during the COVID pandemic, for 
example, documenting refugee movement, environmental change, etc.  

• Privacy and ethics related to Earth observation, including Indigenous data 
sovereignty and privacy. 

• Ethical, legal, and policy issues related to Earth observation, artificial intelligence, 
and bias. 

The In Situ Data subgroup met in early January  to discuss their initial work plan. The results of 
the meeting are shown in Figure 1 below: 
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Figure 1: In Situ Data Subgroup Work Plan 

The Data Sharing and Data Management Principles subgroup will meet for the first time as on 
20 January 2021. The  main identified elements of discussion identified by the subgroup co-leads 
are: 

• Landscape analysis of the GEOSS Data Sharing Principles (DSPs) and Data 
Management Principles (DMPs) within the GEO Work Programme. 

• Identification of champions to implement the DSPs and DMPs within the GEO Work 
Programme. 

• Monitor trends to improve the Implementation Guides for the DSPs and DMPs, 
including identifying relationships to the FAIR Principles and TRUST Principles. 

• Develop best practice guidelines for implementation by GEO Members. 
• Data sharing (making more datasets openly available) and data interoperability (best 

practices for improving interoperability). 
• Data quality:  

o What constitutes quality data in the GEO context? 
o Is it feasible and desirable for GEO to create a data quality seal or data quality 

indicators (for example, GeoViQua)? 
• Importance of advocating the CARE Principles for Indigenous Data Governance. 

4 WORK PLAN CONSOLIDATION 

On 15 January 2021, the Data WG co-chairs and the subgroup co-leads met to share their initial 
draft work plans with the intent to harmonize, identify common grounds, and minimize 
overlaps.  

On 20 January 2021, the Data WG members met in three parallel calls (one for each subgroup) 
to continue to discuss their respective work plans. The work plans are expected to be finalized 
by the end of February 2021. 

 

http://www.creaf.cat/geoviqua-project
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