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Supporting the Post-2015 Development Agenda and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
 
Economy, Society and the Environment are the three pillars underpinning all post-2015 
development agenda initiatives: be it the Open Working Group proposal for Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs); the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030; 
Universal Health Coverage; or the post-Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change. As called for in the 
UN Secretary General’s Synthesis Report, “The Road to Dignity by 2030”, one of the significant 
challenges to attaining the world we want is to identify and integrate innovative data and 
information sources into national environmental monitoring and reporting mechanisms. 
 
Understanding the Earth is crucial to addressing the challenges of economic and social 
development and environmental sustainability. Comprehensive, coordinated, fully accessible 
and sustained observations improve our ability to monitor the state of the planet, increase our 
understanding of the Earth -- including its climate, energy and water -- and enhance predictive 
capabilities of its behavior.  In the post-2015 era, Earth observation (EO) data from space, 
airborne, land and/or marine-based sources, collected consistently over time, should be 
considered as critical to creating an integrated framework for measuring and monitoring 
progress as traditional household survey, administrative and regulatory data sources. Earth 
observation information is already used in many areas, for example: to monitor crop growth 
for food security; inventory disaster damage; and monitor tree and forest cover for the Kyoto 
Protocol. A transformation in global monitoring that incorporates Earth observations, 
however, requires unprecedented coordination and collaboration of data producers and users, 
and broader, more open data policies and practices, to reap the benefits of the data 
revolution the world has witnessed since the Millennium Declaration in 2000. 
 
The intergovernmental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) is a global partnership of 
governments and organizations that envisions a future wherein decisions and actions for the 
benefit of society are informed by coordinated, comprehensive and sustained Earth 
observations. GEO responds to specific challenges of diverse users by facilitating the 
development of efficient, sustainable solutions in such complex domains as the water-health 
interface and the water-food-energy nexus. GEO fosters strategic partnerships to coordinate 
and integrate the rich global observing, scientific and technical resources and expertise of its 
community and external partners, and brokers the unique combination of those assets to 
respond to pressing societal challenges. Through GEO, Earth observation data, information and 
knowledge are available, and should be fully leveraged, in the SDG process. 
 
Suggested language to be included in the post-2015 agenda framework: 
 
One of the significant challenges to attaining the world we want is to identify and integrate 
innovative data and information sources into national environmental monitoring and reporting 
mechanisms. 
 
Comprehensive, coordinated, fully accessible and sustained Earth observations improve our 
ability to monitor the state of the planet, increase our understanding of the Earth -- including 
its climate, energy and water -- and enhance predictive capabilities of its behavior. 
 
Through the Group on Earth Observations (GEO), Earth observation data, information and 
knowledge are available, and should be fully leveraged, in the SDG process. 


