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Responses to Sli.do Questions 
 

 
Questions to all speakers 
 
Question: How regional GEOs are sharing experiences among themselves in term of 
establishment of their activities and networks?  
(Izabela Freytag) 
 
AOGEO. The annual Plenary forum called GEOSS Asia Pacific Symposium (now it is 
AOGEO Symposium) since 2007 has been one of key platforms for dialogue, sharing 
challenges and objectives, establishing Communities of Practice with regard to Societal Benefit 
Areas of GEO. This regional symposium is not only a meeting of Earth observation scientists 
or institutions, but also a platform to discuss with GEO Principals and decision makers of 
member states in the region. Many of the existing Task Groups have been established in these 
meetings, and with additional groups and functions, we have the current AOGEO 
implementation plan. Please visit AOGEO website for discovering the vision and plans of 
AOGEO (https://aogeo.net/en/).  
 (responded by Hiroyuki Muraoka) 
 
EuroGEO. The EuroGEO Annual Workshop brings together the EuroGEO community. In 
addition to this event that brings about 200 participants every year, the governance of EuroGEO 
foresees the setting-up of a coordination group that includes representatives from all members 
of the European Caucus (countries and participating organisations). They review and approve 
the annual Work Programme that is then added to the GEO Work Programme. Another 
mechanism, the Action groups brings together organisations working on a specific area of 
interest such as EO and agriculture or EO and atmosphere. 
(responded by Jean Dusart) 
 
 
Question: Regional GEOs were referred to in sessions on Knowledge Hub and Capacity 
Development. Any mechanisms to ensure global and regional actions are coordinated? 
(Wenbo Chu) 
 
EuroGEO. The coordination of global and regional actions is achieved by the engagement of a 
large number of European GEO members in the main GEO flagships and initiative. This is 
referred in the 2020-2022 EuroGEO Work Programme. 
(responded by Jean Dusart) 
 
 
To anyone: How do you prioritize Earth observations needs and solutions within your 
regions? 
(Kathy Fontaine) 



 
AfriGEO. Providing evidence-based solutions to governments is critical, and EO has helped as 
well to fill some of the data gaps they are facing with, for example to estimate population 
figures.  
 
AOGEO. We have been sharing the objectives and progress of thematic Task Groups for 
regional application on occasion of AOGEO Symposium (formerly GEOSS Asia Pacific 
Symposium). The Task Groups are Communities of Practice consist of Earth observation 
institutes, individual scientists from academia, users of data, and decision makers. While the 
activities in AOGEO are diverse in their themes and mechanisms, for enabling us to identify 
and share the achievements and challenges in Earth observations and their delivery to society, 
contributions of these groups are mapped on respective goals of UN 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, Paris Climate Agreement and Sendai Framework of DRR (see 
Mapping AOGEOSS TG Activities with GEO Priorities 
 http://www.earthobservations.org/documents/geo16/2019_aogeo_initiative_map.xlsx; on the 
12th AOGEO Symposium website 
http://www.earthobservations.org/geoweek19.php?t=aogeo ).  
Also we document the mission and challenges in “AOGEO Statement” 
(http://www.earthobservations.org/documents/geo16/2019_aogeo_statement.pdf) by the 
leaderships of Task Groups; this Statement is an official document approved by AOGEO. 
(responded by Hiroyuki Muraoka). 
 
EuroGEO, the activities are prioritized during the work programme drafting exercise and 
updated on an annual basis. The community gets a chance during the annual EuroGEO 
Workshop to discuss its content and adapt it to new priorities and a changing context: European 
Green Deal and Digital Agenda, COVID-19 crisis, etc. 
(responded by Jean Dusart) 
 
 
Regional GEOs have an advantage to access to in-situ EO data in a region. Any ideas 
about better use of in-situ data for GEO in a region? 
(Kentaro Ando) 
 
AOGEO. This is a very good point. In-situ observations in physical, chemical and biological 
dynamics are quite heterogeneous and diverse in space, time, and data products and players are 
distributed. This is a big challenge for global community to achieve coordinated actions for 
connecting various in-situ data and sharing with users. Regional GEO could provide platform 
to communicate with in-situ observation communities as many of scientists might be playing 
important roles in or might have good network with those observation communities. For 
example Asia Pacific Biodiversity Observation Network (APBON) is attempting to network 
with other observation communities like ILTER East Asia and Pacific regional network to 
facilitate data and knowledge sharing on biodiversity and ecosystem functions in the region. 
Such networking activity is also possible by convening power of GEO. 
(responded by Hiroyuki Muraoka) 
 
AmeriGEO: I think that it could be. However, I believe that the best way to access any type of 
data is to make the activities to be a win-win situation for both or both parts, not only their 
recipient but also who is providing the data. I would say that the regional GEOs can facilitate 
that but it's only when the activities of thematic nature have some type of service so that it can 
be a win-win so mainly for the person or the institution that is providing the data. 



 
EuroGEO: Europe takes very seriously the improvement of the access to in-situ data. The 
Copernicus Programme has a specific service dedicated to in-situ data to support all the other 
Copernicus services. The service maps the landscape of in situ data availability, identifies data 
access gaps or bottlenecks, supports the provision of cross-cutting data and manages 
partnerships with data providers to improve access and use conditions. In addition, the 
legislative framework and in particular the European INSPIRE Directive have facilitated and 
unlocked access to an increased number of in-situ data. 
 
In the coming months, together with the European Environment Agency (EEA), we will start 
a new project activity on “Mainstreaming GEOSS data sharing and management principles in 
support of Europe's environment”.  
(responded by Jean Dusart)   
 
All: how could the regional GEO's organize communications/virtual meeting to share 
lessons learned across different topics, e.g. collecting needs, connections 
(Nancy Searby) 
 
EuroGEO: Due to the pandemics, the annual EuroGEO workshop could not take place as 
originally foreseen in June and was postponed to early 2021. It was substituted by a one-day 
webinar event on Increasing EuroGEO role into GEO. The second session on Towards an 
increased role of EuroGEO as a solutions’ provider within GEO was a unique opportunity to 
collect needs and increase connections within the community. 
(responded by Jean Dusart)   
 
How is a collection of user needs organized and prioritized at regional and GEOSS level? 
(Marie-Françoise Voidrot) 
 
AOGEO, please see my answer to Kathy Fontaine (Hiroyuki Muraoka) 
 
EuroGEO, please see my answer to Kathy Fontaine (Jean Dusart) 
 
 
How do regional GEOs relate or intend to relate to local and regional research data 
repositories? 
(Mark Urban) 
 
EuroGEO: The GEOSS platform is flexible enough to allow via the broker to connect to 
regional or local data nodes as long as the expose open and documented protocols (API). We 
ask the research projects we fund under the Horizon 2020 programme to ensure their data can 
be documented in the GEOSS platform. The presentation of Joost Van Bemmelen showed a 
few examples of repositories that were made accessible via the GEOSS platform. 
(responded by Jean Dusart) 
 
to all: how are you empowering national GEOs to enable national reporting on the 3 
frameworks (SDG, Sendai, Paris Climate)? enabling national GEO platforms? 
(Nancy Searby) 
 
AOGEO, please see my answer to Kathy Fontaine 
(Hiroyuki Muraoka) 



EuroGEO: rather than creating national GEO platforms in Europe due to the already complex 
and comprehensive network of platforms in Europe (DIAS, European Open Science Cloud, 
ESA TEPs), the national contributions are encouraged to share their reporting on the three 
engagement priorities via their direct participation in GEO activities (initiatives or flagships). 
(responded by Jean Dusart) 
 
 
Questions targeting one speaker 
 
To Phoebe Oduor: Was it easy to defend to public authorities the benefits of EO to tackle 
the COVID-19 pandemics and how did you engage with them? 
(Jean Dusart) 
 
Answer (live discussion): Due to the late development of the pandemics in Africa with respect 
to other countries, Africa could take advantage of lessons learned how to deal with it. 
Governments took early actions. The AfricaGEO extended network informed governments of 
the benefits of EO to, for example, identify better the hotspots of the disease. The working 
group on COVID helped to streamline the sharing of data about the pandemics, like high 
resolutions satellite images made available by DigitalGlobe. Data were used to monitor air 
quality or food security. 
(responded by Phoebe Oduor 
 
How and with whom in the health sector did the regional team engage with in the Vivid 
Pandemic outlined by a speaker from Nairobi. 
(Dr. Rose Apiyo Rao) 
 
Answer: as already answered in the previous question, the engagement between the AfriGEO 
community and the health sector took place via its extended network with almost half of the 
African governments. 
(responded by Phoebe Oduor 
 
Question to Angélica Guttiérez: Many thanks for highlighting GEONETCast Americas. 
We now have a receive GNC-A station in Panama (new this week!) 
(US/NOAA Natalia Donoho) 
 
No answer needed 
(responded by Angélica Guttiérez) 
 
Question to Angélica Guttiérez: Have the national GEOs emerged in an organic way or 
more guided by AmeriGEO? 
(Wenbo Chu) 
 
Answer: Each country had its own approach, some have emerged as you say in an organic way, 
and others have joined at a later stage once they has seen the benefits of being part of the 
AmeriGEO community. 
 (responded by Angélica Guttiérez) 
 
Question to Angélica Guttiérez: Looking the other way around, which of the AmeriGEO 
assets would be the most valuable to be re-used in GEO? 
(Jean Dusart) 



 
Answer: With no doubts, the greatest asset from AmeriGEO is the empowerment of its people. 
This empowerment has been a product of the clear guidance not only from our geo principals 
but also from other bodies, like the program board. I want to highlight as well the leadership 
of Dr. Camarà, his vision has been an inspiration for the region. The region has actually realized 
through this empowerment that only through their collective contribution, we will be able to 
address all the needs there are in our region and so that clear guidance has been the key to 
empower the entire organization. 
(responded by Angélica Guttiérez) 
 
To Hiroyuki: How do you see the possible uptake of IPS by the GEO community, and in 
particular would this knowledge be included in the GEOSS infrastructure? 
(Jean Dusart) 
 
AOGEO: As I have introduced in my presentation, AOGEO involves multiple thematic task 
groups for regional applications.  It is important to say that many of these task groups have 
been developed as Communities of Practice by having GEOSS Asia Pacific Symposium as the 
regional forum since the beginning of GEO.  Then AOGEO initiated Integrated Priority Studies 
to enhance engagements and implement co-design among the Task groups and their users. 
These activities based on daily and multidisciplinary communication could be a model for 
facilitating cooperation between the activities in the Work Programme. Currently we are 
considering the IPS as a project to demonstrate generating interdisciplinary Knowledge by 
gathering data in Data Cube for targeting Pilot area.  We are expecting that the knowledge 
developed by regional cooperation could be fed into global platforms. 
(responded by Hiyoruki Muraoka) 
 
To Joost Van Bemmelen: How do you see the GKH integrating with the GEOSS platform 
and what would be in a few words the necessary preliminary steps to take? 
(Jean Dusart) 
 
Answer: The evolution GEOSS Platform towards a user centric platform started a couple of 
years ago, experimenting besides access to data as well access and use of information and 
services connecting to various knowledge sources e.g. ZENODO, Wikipedia, different 
European projects including ECOPotential and GEOEssential, the UN Statistics Division, etc. 
A similar link could be considered for the Geo Knowledge Hub (GKH). The actual 
implementation however depends on discussions in the GIDTT (GEOSS Infrastructure 
Development Task Team). 
(responded by Joost van Bemmelen) 
 
To EuroGEO: How are you representing and prioritizing national needs? 
(Nancy Searby) 
 
EuroGEO: National needs are presented and prioritized during the EuroGEO Work Programme 
drafting exercise. Each national member is consulted via the EuroGEO Coordination Group. 
(responded by Jean Dusart) 
 
Thank you Joost for your presentation. will both the GEOSS Portal and the 
development portal co-exist and be available for the users? 
(Koushik Panda) 
 



Answer: The Operational GEOSS Portal is the portal part of the Operational GEOSS Platform 
and this one will remain available to users it being the official GEOSS Portal – it may evolve 
based on tested evolutions in the development portal/platform. The development portal is used 
to experiment newly expressed user needs, provide proofs of concepts and to better understand 
user needs. Depending on the implementation, these can be ‘ported’ to the operational portal 
in particular in case this doesn’t imply a change in the agreed architecture (of the GEOSS 
Platform/overarching GEOSS). In case it implies a change in the GEOSS Platform/overarching 
GEOSS architecture then such requirements, possibly with a proposed implementation, are 
input to the GEOSS Infrastructure Development Task Team for discussion. Having said this, 
some functionality thus may not be available from the development portal and it may not 
always be up and running. 
(responded by Joost van Bemmelen) 
 


