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Capacity Building Task CB-07-02

	Task Number
	Knowledge Sharing for Improved Disaster Management and Emergency Response  

	CB-07-02
	The Task aims to contribute to increase the flow of existing knowledge to end users that should be accessing and using such knowledge in their daily activities in the disaster management cycle and consolidate actions that support this knowledge sharing.

	Area
	

	Capacity Building
	

	Relevant Committee
	

	CBC
	


Description of the Work to be Performed

Successful access and use of geospatial information to support disaster management and emergency response activities involves a number of activities including capacity building (of individuals and organisations), awareness raising and outreach activities, consolidation of a knowledge base, knowledge management and knowledge transfer, facilitation of communities of practice, coordination among relevant institutions and the formulation of national policies that constitute the legal framework essential for successfully carrying out all the previous activities. 

The focus of the work of this Task Team is on Knowledge Transfer. Successful transfer of knowledge depends on a comprehensive framework of action that takes into consideration all the above activities and which strives to bring together a knowledge base accessible to all.

Output & Deliverables

(1) Establish a network of experts from both the space and disaster management communities committed to working together to ensure knowledge sharing for improved disaster management, eg IGOS themes, UN-SPIDER Programme.

(2) Identify ongoing research and technical development and facilitate exchange of expertise.

(3) Establish a webpage bringing all the relevant knowledge together and disseminate information on where further resources can be accessed.  This webpage would form the basis of the foreseen Knowledge Base. A close coordination with ongoing initiatives will be ensured to avoid duplication of efforts.  

(4) Identify and work closely with other relevant GEOSS tasks and committees (eg User Interface, Architecture and Data) that ultimately contribute to knowledge sharing, relevant to the area of disaster management. 

(5) Organize a one-day meeting on  “Knowledge Sharing for Improved Disaster Management and Emergency Response”.

(6) Organise additional activities that contribute to the consolidation and sharing of a knowledge base: specifically “Regional GEOSS/UN-SPIDER Summer Schools” (2).

Calendar (incl. milestones)

	07Q01
	Start

	07Q03
	Establishment of a network of experts; identification of research development actors

	07Q04
	Working meeting held during the "United Nations International UN-SPIDER Workshop: Space-based Information and Solutions for Disaster Management and Emergency Response" which was held in Bonn, Germany, from 29 to 31 October 2007

	08Q01
	Concept model for webpage (Knowledge Base)

	08Q03
	Regional GEOSS/UN-SPIDER Summer Schools (2)

	08Q04
	End


Financial Contributions (from GEO Operations Budget)

None

Current Status

07Q01:  First draft version of Task Sheet compiled by CEOS WGEdu (UNOOSA and UNESCO as Lead Organizations).

07Q02:  Informal Task meeting on 14 June 2007 on the way forward (Vienna, Austria). Meeting held together with members from Task DI-06-09.
07Q04:  As part of the "United Nations International UN-SPIDER Workshop: Space-based Information and Solutions for Disaster Management and Emergency Response", which was held in Bonn, Germany, from 29 to 31 October 2007, the theme on capacity building and knowledge management was discussed. The outcome of this workshop can be accessed at: http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/unspider/workshops.html. 
Additionally, the European Space Agency hosted the 2007 International Geohazards Week in ESRIN, Frascati (Italy) on 5-9 November 2007, which included the 3rd International Geohazards Workshop, organised by the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) and the IGOS Geohazards, 6-9 November 2007 Additional information can be accessed at: http://earth.esa.int/workshops/2007Geohazards/Introduction.html. 

08Q01: During the upcoming "United Nations International UN-SPIDER Expert Meeting: Building Upon the Network of Regional Support Offices" in Salzburg, Austria, 07 to 09 February 2008 participants will define the knowledge base webpage and the additional activities to be carried out in 2008 (GEOSS/UN-SPIDER Regional Summer Schools)

Coordination with other tasks of committees

Outcome of DI-06-12

GEO Member Potential Contributions 

The General Assembly, in its resolution A/RES/61/110 of 14 December 2006, established the United Nations Platform for Space-based Information for Disaster Management and Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER) as a programme to be implemented by the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA).  Two areas in this new programme  focus on Capacity Building and Knowledge Management and Transfer .

The IGOS-Geohazards Theme (initiated by CEOS, UNESCO, NOAA & ICSU) aims to respond to the societal, scientific and operational geospatial information needs for the prediction and monitoring of earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis (since 2005) and land instability using a multi-hazards and risk approach. 
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