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Thank you, Chair.  My name is Barbara Ryan and I am the Director of the Group on Earth 

Observations (GEO) Secretariat, located here in Geneva, Switzerland. 

The Group on Earth Observations (GEO) has 91 Member governments and 77 Participating 

Organizations; the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) is one of our key Participating 

Organizations, and we thank them for submitting document 655 on behalf of the Earth 

observations community. 

GEO is coordinating Earth observations to ensure provision of environmental and other 

services that bring societal benefits to 9 main areas: Agriculture and Food Security, 

Biodiversity, Climate, Disaster Risk Reduction, Ecosystems, Energy, Health, Water and 

Weather.  

For our Member governments and Participating Organizations it is very important to protect 

frequencies used by meteorological and other Earth observation systems and applications.  

We have particularly strong concerns from Member governments about the 5350-5470 MHz 

band and its potential opening up to RLAN.  Several families of Earth observation satellites are 

in development with key instruments using this band, which will provide continuity of already 

several decades of data which have proven useful in all nine GEO societal benefit areas. 

Considering: 

- that no technical or regulatory solution regarding the sharing, in this frequency band, 

between satellite Earth observation systems and  RLAN has been identified to date, which 

would ensure the protection of satellite Earth observation systems; and that 

- the mass-market and unlicensed nature of forecasted RLAN deployment, for which there 

would be no way of introducing corrective measures after their deployment in this new 

frequency band, 

GEO strongly opposes an allocation for RLAN in the band 5350-5470 MHz under WRC-15 

Agenda Item 1.1. 

Chair, this concludes the intervention from the Group on Earth Observations.  Thank you for 

your consideration of our request. 


