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     HISTORY  OF  



ÅThe outcome of the Rio+20 Conference, building on 
action from the Millennium Development Goals, 

Åreaffirmed Sustainable Development as the primary 
objective of the Global Agenda post-2015. 

ÅSustainable development must be pursued through 
an integrated approach addressing each of its three 
components ς Economic, Social and 
Environmental.  

                           RIO+20 AND THE  



ÅThe Conference confirmed the 
importance of Earth observation data 
and information for policymaking, and 
recognized the relevance and ongoing 
efforts in developing global 
environmental observing systems, and 
the need to support developing 
countries in their efforts to collect and 
use environmental data was also 
reinforced. 

 

             RIO +20 AND   



                 ABOUT 
ÅThe Afri GEOSS is  GEO in Africa;  

ÅThe AfriGEOSS, initiative in GEO IX plenary session 
in Brazil ς Foz ŘΩLƎŀǎǎǳ, developed within the GEO 
framework, will strengthen the link between the 
current GEO activities with existing capabilities and 
initiatives in Africa and will provide the necessary 
framework for countries and organizations to access 
and leverage on-going bilateral and multilateral EO-
based initiatives across Africa, thereby creating 
synergies and minimizing duplication for the benefit 
of the entire continent. 

 

 

 



ÅThis coordination initiative has 
been recognized essential to 
enhance Africa's capacity for 
producing, managing and using 
Earth observations, thus also 
enabling the Region's 
participation in, and contribution 
to, the Global Earth Observation 
System of Systems (GEOSS) 

 



    VISION OF THE  

ÅThe AfriGEOSS vision is a continent where decisions 
on policy and implementation programs, involving 
the production, management and use of Earth 
observation, are taken with the involvement of all 
stakeholders, through a coordination framework 
enabling the linkage country-region-continent that 
AfriGEOSS wants to build.  

ÅThis is expected to be realized, in the medium-long 
term, by strengthening and enlarging the role of the 
existing national, regional and continental 
institutions 



                  GOALS  OF  

ÅAfriGEOSS aims to provide the necessary framework 
for African countries and organizations as well as 
international partners to access and leverage on-
going local and international bilateral and 
multilateral EO-based initiatives across Africa, 
thereby creating synergies and minimizing 
duplication for the benefit of the continent. 

 



           8 OBJECTIVES OF   
ÅTo achieve the above, a set of overall 

objectives has been defined for AfriGEOSS: 

ÅCoordinate and bring together relevant 
stakeholders, institutions and agencies across 
Africa that are involved in GEO and other 
Earth observation activities; 

ÅProvide a platform for countries to participate 
in GEO and to contribute to GEOSS; 

ÅAssist in knowledge sharing and global 
collaboration; 

 

 



ÅIdentify challenges, gaps and 
opportunities for African contributions to 
GEO and GEOSS; 

ÅLeverage existing capacities and planned 
assets and resources; and 

ÅDevelop an appropriate strategy and 
participatory model for achieving the 
above goals. 

ÅDevelop a strategy of Communication of 
the Earth Observation data in Africa 



   OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF  
ÅDuring the AfricaGIS 2013/GSDI14, held in Addis Abeba, 

AfriGEOSS was launched on 5 November 2013.  

ÅAfriGEOSS is an initiative by the intergovernmental Group on 
Earth Observations (GEO) aimed at building infrastructural 
capacities in Africa to benefit from geospatial data for 
sustainable development. 

ÅGEO states: "The intergovernmental Group on Earth 
Observations (GEO) is playing a key role by supporting the 
Environmental component of the Sustainable Development 
agenda at the global level, and also at the regional level 
through a dedicated initiative, focused on Africa ς AfriGEOSS. 

ÅAfriGEOSS is designed to support the ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΩǎ efforts to 
bridge the digital divide and build a knowledge-based 
economy, by enhancing !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ capabilities for producing, 
managing and using Earth Observation data and information. 

http://www.un-spider.org/glossary/geo
http://www.un-spider.org/glossary/data
http://www.un-spider.org/glossary/digital
http://www.un-spider.org/glossary/earth-observation
http://www.un-spider.org/glossary/earth-observation
http://www.un-spider.org/glossary/earth-observation


SPEECH ABOUT 
THE OFFICIAL 
LAUNCH OF 
AFRIGEOSS 



   PROMOTION OF THE  
GEO X PLENARY SESSION AND 
MINISTER SUMMIT OF GEO  
IN GENEVA 15-16 JANUARY 2014   



 



COUNTRIES MEMBERS OF 
Algeria 

Burkina Faso 

Cameroon 

Central African 
Republic 

Congo 

Cote d'Ivoire 

Egypt 

Ethiopia 

Gabon 

Ghana 

 
Source: http:// www.earthobservations.org/members.php  

Guinea-Bissau 
Guinea, 
Republic of 
Madagascar 
Mali 
Mauritius 
Morocco 
Niger 
Nigeria 
Senegal 
South Africa 
Sudan 
Tunisia 
Uganda 

http://www.earthobservations.org/members.php
http://www.earthobservations.org/members.php


ORGANIZATIONS  MEMBERS  OF 

ÅAfrican Association of Remote Sensing of the 
Environment (AARSE),  

ÅAfrican Center of Meteorological Application 
for Development (ACMAD),  

ÅEnvironmental Information System (EIS-
Africa), 

ÅUN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), 

  

 



                          IN THE INDIAN OCEAN   



The IOC aims to achieve political and 
economic co-operation, sustainable 
development in a global context, co-
operation in the field of agriculture, 
maritime fishing, and the conservation of 
resources and ecosystems, and 
strengthening of the regional cultural 
identity, through cooperation in cultural, 
scientific, technical, educational and 
judicial fields 



Comoros Archipelago 

ÅFAO map, 2009 

ÅComposed  of 3 islands: 
Grande Comore, Mohéli 
and Anjouan   

 

Land Cover and Flood 
Map from MapAction, 
2006 ; 

 



Mauritius 

ÅLand Cover map, 
2010. Statistics 
Mauritius, IOC 

 


