
 
 
GSDI Association 
Intervention to the Group on Earth Observations IX Plenary Meeting, 
Agenda point “AfriGEO Initiative” 
Foz Do Iguacu, Brazil, 22 November 2012 
The Global Spatial Data Infrastructure Organization learned with great interest the excellent 
initiative on AfriGEO. In this context I would like to report the Plenary that the GSDI 
Association, EIS-Africa, the International Geospatial Society, and the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) will organize the combined AfricaGIS 2013 
Conference and the GSDI 14 World Conference, which will take place at the UNECA 
Conference Center in Addis Abbaba, Ethiopia between November 4-8, 2013. This event 
offers a unique opportunity to bring the geospatial and the AfriGEO communities together. 
GSDI Association is pleased to look for a contact to AfriGEO. 
 
 
 
 
GSDI Association 
Short Statement to the Group on Earth Observations IX Plenary Meeting, 
Foz Do Iguacu, Brazil, 23 November 2012 
 

Thank you Madame Chair, 

 

The Global Spatial Data Infrastructure Association congratulates to the Group on Earth 

Observations GEO for the efforts and achievementsunder the leadership of the Secretariat 

and Executive Committee and pleased to learn the expressed commitments to continue the 

program after 2015.  

GSDI is committed to GEObeing convincedthat efforts to increase the societal benefits of 

Earth Observation will needadvanceddata sharing policiesanda common technical 

architecture including interoperable spatial data infrastructuresand capacity building. 

GSDI potential contributions to facilitate the implementation of the GEO actionsinclude the 

following: 

 

1. GSDI has established the Geographic Information Knowledge Network (GIKnet) to 

gather and share knowledge accumulated at its members. The network is open also for 

the EO community. 

2. GSDI established the International Geospatial Society (IGS) to motivate interested 

individuals to join on global level, providing access to information disseminated by GSDI.  

 

3. GSDI provides a forum at its World Conferencesto highlight the newest achievements in  

- spatial data infrastructure-related technical challenges and solutions  

- exchangeof SDI experience, lessons-learned,and best-practices from local to global 

implementation of SDIswith special emphasis on developing countries. 



The next GSDI Conference will be in Addis Ababain November 2013. Together with IGS, EIS-

Africa and UNECA the jointly organised Africa GIS Conference and the 14th GSDI World 

Conference will provide an excellent opportunity to bring the geospatial and Earth 

Observation experts involved in GEO’s AfriGEO initiative together. 

 

4.National SDI efforts are encouraged to register their spatial data and services with GEOSS 

for discovery by the EO and geospatial communities.  

 

5. In the data policy context GSDI’s Legal &Socioecon Committee experts are playing role to 

surveylicensing models across the globeand taking part significant European Commission 

supported projectssuch as LAPSI  and LAPSI 2.0 (Legal Aspects of Public Sector Information 

and re-use) lead by Politechnico Torino and the K.U. Leuven respectively. In the shared and 

open data context active participation have been made at the 4th Digital Earth Summit in 

Wellington and at the 23rd ICSU CODATA Plenary in Taipei. 

 

6. GSDI experts are participating in the work of Earth Observation activities. This includes 

support of GEO Infrastructure Tasks, in the Data Sharing Working Group, GEOSS Common 

Infrastructure andproviding two-way reporting between GSDI and CEOS Working Group on 

Information System and Services, WGISS, (in this year at the GSDI Board Meeting in Quebec 

and at WGISS 34th Plenary held in Hyderabad organised by ISRO).Another promising 

regional initiative is the planned Europe Challenge of NASA’s World Wind open source 

development environment in societal benefit areas mobilizing universities across Europe. 

 

Thank you Madame Chair. 


