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The Group on Earth Observations 
 
The Group on Earth Observations (GEO) is coordinating efforts to build a Global Earth 
Observation System of Systems (GEOSS). It was established in February 2005 by the Third Earth 
Observation Summit in Brussels. GEO was launched in response to calls for action by the 2002 
World Summit on Sustainable Development and the Group of Eight (G8) leading industrialized 
countries. These high-level meetings recognized that international collaboration is essential for 
exploiting the growing potential of Earth observations to support decision making in an increasingly 
complex and environmentally stressed world.  
 
GEO is a voluntary partnership of governments and international organizations. It provides a 
framework within which these partners can develop new projects and coordinate their strategies and 
investments. As of October 2011, GEO’s Members include 87 governments and the European 
Commission. In addition, 61 intergovernmental, international, and regional organizations with a 
mandate in Earth observation or related issues have been recognized as Participating Organizations. 
Each Member and Participating Organization is represented by a Principal and a Principal 
Alternate. Members make financial contributions to GEO on a voluntary basis. 
 
GEO is constructing GEOSS on the basis of a 10-Year Implementation Plan. Adopted by the 
Third Earth Observation Summit, the Plan runs from 2005 to 2015. It defines a vision statement for 
GEOSS, its purpose and scope, expected benefits, nine “Societal Benefit Areas” (disasters, health, 
energy, climate, water, weather, ecosystems, agriculture and biodiversity), technical and capacity-
building priorities, and the GEO governance structure. To maintain momentum, the Plan also sets 
out a number of targets against which to measure progress. 
  
GEO is governed by a Plenary consisting of all Members and Participating Organizations. It 
meets in Plenary at least once a year at the level of senior officials and periodically at the 
ministerial level. The Plenary held its first meeting in May 2005 in Geneva, followed by GEO-II in 
December 2005 in Geneva, GEO-III in Bonn in November 2006, GEO-IV (plus a Ministerial 
Summit) in Cape Town in November 2007, GEO-V in Bucharest in November 2008, GEO-VI in 
Washington DC in November 2009, and GEO-VII (plus a Ministerial Summit) in Beijing in 
November 2010; GEO-VIII is being held in Istanbul in November 2011. The Plenary takes 
decisions by consensus.  
 
An Executive Committee oversees GEO activities when the Plenary is not in session. The 
Committee consists of 12 representatives elected from the five GEO regions, including three each 
from the Americas, Asia and Europe, two from Africa, and one from the Commonwealth of 
Independent States. The Committee is also responsible for guiding the Secretariat. The GEO 
Members elect four Co-Chairs who preside over both the Plenary and the Executive Committee. 
  
The GEO Plenary adopts rolling multi-year work plans. The first GEO work plan was adopted 
at GEO-III and covered the three years 2007 – 2009. The GEO work plan for the period 2009 – 
2011 was adopted by GEO-V, and GEO-VIII is expected to adopt the GEO work plan for the period 
2012-2015. GEO work plans set out a series of ä “Tasks” and are updated annually. Each Task 
supports one of the nine societal benefit areas or a transverse issue and is carried out on a voluntary 
basis by interested Members and Participating Organizations.  



 
The post-2015 future of GEO will be decided at the GEO-X Plenary meeting and a Ministerial 
Summit in late 2013. The GEO community will review the progress and functioning of GEO and 
determine a strategy for sustaining and strengthening GEOSS after the conclusion of the 2005-2015 
Implementation Plan. 
 
The GEO Members and Participating Organizations are supported by a Secretariat. Based in 
Geneva, Switzerland, the Secretariat consists of a Director appointed by the Executive Committee, 
several international civil servants, and approximately 12 technical and scientific experts who are 
seconded to the Secretariat for two to four years. The Secretariat is responsible for coordinating the 
Tasks and other activities that are driving the 10-Year Implementation Plan for GEOSS. It also 
services the Plenary and the Committees and implements outreach and other support activities.  
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For more information please contact 
 

GEO Secretariat 
7 bis, avenue de la Paix, CP 2300 
CH-1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland 
secretariat@geosec.org 
+41 22 730 8505 
 
www.earthobservations.org  


