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1.1 Start-up

Anne Larigauderie (DIVERSITAS), Co-Lead of GEO Task BI-07-01 on Developing a global Biodiversity
Observation Network (GEO BON), opened the meeting and made an introductory presentation on GEO
BON and GEOSS. In her presentation, she noted three key components of GEO BON: 1) its focus on
observations for the detection of biodiversity change, 2) the need to ensure “operational” observations of
biodiversity characterized by long-term commitments to the continuity of the observations, and 3) its
provision of a set of innovative and relevant global biodiversity observation products. Anne also described
the goals for this first GEO BON Steering Committee meeting. These were to refine the implementation
approach to GEO BON, discuss a strategy for obtaining funding for GEO BON, and agree on GEO BON’s
role in the GEO-VI Plenary meeting in November 2009.

The participants then introduced themselves via a tour de table. Prior to the meeting, Anne, Rob Jongman
(EBONE), and Woody Turner (NASA) had proposed that Bob Scholes (CSIR) serve as chair of the GEO
BON Steering Committee. This proposal was met with wide acceptance before and during the meeting. Bob
assumed the chair for the Steering Committee. He thanked the participants and stated that the Government of
South Africa has offered to provide him with additional support to carry out this role.

1.2 Updates

Nick King (GBIF) signed a letter agreement with the GEO Secretariat concerning the development of a GEO
BON “early product” on protected areas with financial support from the Government of Switzerland. During
presentations on the status of the GEO BON early products, Nick demonstrated an impressive web version of
a widget tool that will form the foundation for this early product.

During a GEO Secretariat update, Michael Williams (GEO Secretariat) informed the Steering Committee
that Sebastien Miazza would leave the Secretariat at the end of the month and that Douglas Muchoney had
recently returned to the Secretariat as a seconded expert on biodiversity. In addition, a new GEO BON
website is now available for review at http://www.earthobservations.org/geobon.shtml. The meeting heard
progress reports on EBONE and on five GEO BON early products (the lens approach, ecosystems, gap
analysis, population & drivers, and protected areas).

Three important criteria for early products were noted: reflect integration, provide visibility to GEO BON,
and deliver quickly. Edward Vanden Berghe (Rutgers University) mentioned that Boris Worm of the Census
of Marine Life (CoML), which is going through a synthesis phase, might be able to deliver a hotspot marine
map for GEO-VI.

ACTION 1 - The early products teams should provide updates in time for inclusion in a GEO BON progress
report to the GEO-VI Plenary meeting in Washington DC in November; there is a hope that one or more of
these products will be ready in time.
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1.3 Topical Working groups

The meeting reviewed progress on establishing the GEO BON Topical Working Groups. The Working
Groups exist to translate the GEO BON concept document into concrete activities through Working Group
implementation plans. In most cases, if not all, these groups will cease to exist after completing these plans.
Each Group will develop a draft implementation plan of fewer than 10 pages by early 2010, with penultimate
versions completed by May 2010. Based on these individual plans, the Steering Committee will produce an
overall implementation plan.

The Working Groups are all currently developing their membership rosters. The meeting discussed how to
identify funding for Working Group operations, the importance of coordination with other Tasks and sub-
tasks in the GEO Work Plan, and the need for some balanced representation of regions and disciplines while
not letting the membership get overly large. It was agreed that, while changes can be made later on as the
situation evolves, the eight Working Groups should remain 1) genetics, 2) terrestrial species monitoring, 3)
terrestrial ecosystems monitoring, 4) freshwater ecosystems monitoring, 5) marine ecosystems monitoring,
6) ecosystem services, 7) in-situ/remote-sensing integration, and 8) data integration & interoperability.

ACTION 2 — Each Working Group lead is to finalize its membership list (who’s doing what in which group)
and refine the scope of its work by mid-July. The “Getting Started” document (sent by Sebastien Miazza on
1 May 2009) will serve as a basis for refining the scope of work. Doug Muchoney (GEO Secretariat) will
compile these lists and scopes of work and send them to the Steering Committee Chairman.

ACTION 3 - Gary Geller (JPL) will distribute a revised template for Topical Working Group
Implementation Plans by 5 July, with an eye toward increasing the overlap (where possible) between these
plans and the GEO Task plans. Working Group leads may comment on this template and Gary will
recirculate a final version by the end of July.

ACTION 4 — The Secretariat was tasked with collecting and distributing information from the Working
Groups on an ongoing basis and with creating and maintaining a list of Working Group members for use by
the Steering Committee and the GEO BON community.

ACTION 5 — The Secretariat will assist the Freshwater Ecosystems Monitoring Group in getting organized.

ACTION 6 — The Steering Committee will seek to organize a meeting of all Working Groups, preferably in
late 2009 or early 2010.

ACTION 7 — The GEO BON Task co-leads will revise the GEO BON Task Sheet.

ACTION 8 — Doug Muchoney (GEO Secretariat) will identify potential overlaps between GEO BON and
other GEO Tasks.

1.4  Regional BONs

Gary Geller (JPL) made a presentation on the various emerging and potential regional BONs: EBONE, Asia-
Pacific BON, J BON (Japan), South-East Asia BON, Southern AfricaylSAEON). The meeting agreed on the
value and importance of encouraging the development of these regional networks. Bob Scholes (CSIR) listed
three criteria for regional BONs. These are: 1) they are engaged in repeated, operational observations
(generating time series); 2) their observations are shared and placed in the public domain; and 3) there is a
harmonization of observational approaches and methods across the region.

It was agreed that the GEO BON Steering Committee would not attempt to control the use of the word
“BON”, nor engage yet in a process of formal endorsement of these various spontaneous initiatives.
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1.5 Funding

The meeting agreed on the need to identify sources of funds to support: 1) the functioning of the Working
Groups, 2) the development of regional BONs, 3) the development of early products, 4) work on outreach
and communication, and 5) annual GEO BON Steering Committee meetings (currently self-funded).

ACTION 9 — Bob Scholes (CSIR), Woody Turner (NASA) and Gary Geller (JPL) will elaborate a bottom-up
budget for GEO BON activities.

ACTION 10 — The GEO Secretariat will explore the possibility of supporting a number of teleconferences
and communications products (such as brochures).

ACTION 11 — DIVERSITAS, EBONE and other Committee members will explore options for supporting a
number of teleconferences.

ACTION 12 — Bob Scholes (CSIR) will draft text for a GEO BON flyer.

ACTION 13 — Woody Turner (NASA) will explore funding options for the All-Working Group meeting.

1.6 Data-sharing principles

Rob Koopman of the GEO Secretariat made a presentation on the GEO data-sharing principles and the recent
formation of the GEO Data Sharing Task Force. The meeting discussed the barriers to data sharing and the
need to avoid “reinventing the wheel”.

ACTION 14 — GBIF and Secretariat to discuss how to ensure that biodiversity concerns and experiences are
addressed by GEO Data Sharing Task Force.

1.7 GEO & GEOSS

GEO Secretariat staff described how GEO BON could engage with the rest of the GEO community through
the GEO Committees (Capacity Building, Science & Technology, Architecture & Data, and User Interface),
the other Communities of Practice, and the other Tasks in the GEO 2009-2011 Work Plan.

ACTION 15 — GEO Secretariat (Doug Muchoney) will produce a matrix of the current Tasks and sub-Tasks
related to the development of GEO BON.

ACTION 16 — Bob Scholes (CSIR) will seek, as appropriate, to engage the other GEO Biodiversity tasks and
relevant GEO Ecosystems tasks in future GEO BON meetings. The GEO Secretariat will help to identify
ahead of time areas of possible synergies with GEO BON. The Secretariat will communicate to the Steering
Committee _members ahead of the GEO Plenary the GEO Member governments and Participating
Organizations that have expressed to the Secretariat their interest in contributing to the GEO BON Task.

1.8 The GEO VI Plenary meeting

The meeting discussed how GEO BON could most effectively promote itself at the GEO-VI Plenary
meeting. It was agreed that GEO BON should request the opportunity of making an oral statement at the
Plenary. Other options are organizing an off-site side event at a prestigious location (e.g. the National
Museum of Natural History), presenting a short document and issuing a press release (possible topics include
the GBIF widget and its use in supporting an understanding of African protected areas and a Census of
Marine Life synthesis product). Bob Scholes noted that he was planning to attend the GEO-VI Plenary.

ACTION 17 — The Secretariat, on behalf of the Steering Committee, will request a slot for making an oral
statement at GEO-VI.
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ACTION 18- The Secretariat will explore options for organizing a GEO BON side event. A short (less than
5 pages) document should be prepared for distribution at GEO-VI.

1.9 Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

The participants discussed the 10™ meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity, to be held in Nagoya, Japan in October 2010. It was noted that GEO BON has already been
recognized in a number of CBD documents and decisions and that the CBD Secretariat has a member on the
GEO BON Steering Committee. The meeting agreed that GEO BON could play a useful role in supporting
the development of a 2010 baseline and in measuring future trends in biodiversity, perhaps through the
creation of a gap analysis document laying out the appropriate biodiversity observations and comparing
those with what is available today (2010). Sections in the Topical Working Group Implementation Plans on
observation needs will help with the development of this document.

ACTION 19 — The Steering Committee (Bob Scholes) will consult with the CBD Secretariat with the aim of
ensuring that an appropriate role for GEO BON is discussed first at SBSTTA-14 in May 2010, and then at
COP-10 in November, with a possible outcome being a COP resolution calling for a commitment to a global
biodiversity observation system and to GEO BON. We should seek the support of the Japanese Government
for such a resolution.

1.10 Communication strategy

The meeting agreed on the need to strengthen all aspects of GEO BON communications, including the web
site, written materials, outreach to the biodiversity and GEO communities (for example by distributing
documents and including GEO BON in statements at various conferences), and, when appropriate, press
outreach.

ACTION 20 — The Steering Committee will review the draft web site and send comments to
mwilliams@geosec.org. The web site should include a place where interested people and/or organizations
can register if they want to belong to the GEO BON Community of Practice.

ACTION 21 — The Secretariat will establish a password-protected section of the web site to enable
Committee members to share documents and presentation slides, an expanded meetings page, an expanded
page on links to other GEQ activities, and a link to enable new organizations to join GEO BON.

1.11  Action points from final meeting of the Interim Steering Committee (22-23 January 2009)

The meeting concluded by reviewing all action points from the previous meeting of the Interim Steering
Committee. These included:

e Commitment of interim Steering Committee members to continuing to serve on the Steering
Committee was confirmed.

¢ New organizations were invited to join the Committee to ensure better balance.

e GEO BON Task sheet needs to be updated by 8 July (Action: Anne Larigauderie).

The Secretariat channeled resources provided by the Government of Switzerland to the development
of the new GEO BON web site.

o The Working Groups were established and leads identified and confirmed as follows: Genetics (Tet
Yahara, Dan Faith); Terrestrial Species Monitoring Programmes (Henrique Pereira); Terrestrial
Ecosystem Monitoring (Rob Jongman); Freshwater Ecosystem Monitoring (lan Harrison); Marine
Ecosystem Monitoring (Jan de Leeuw, Carlo Heip); Ecosystem Services Monitoring (Hal Mooney);
In-Situ/Remote-sensing Integration (Simon Ferrier); and Data Integration and Inter-operability:
Informatics and portals (Hannu Saarenmaa, Eamonn O Tuama)

e Requested updates on the early products were delivered.
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e The next Steering Committee meeting should take place early May 2010. It might take place back to
back with the collective meeting of all Working Groups.

1.12  Close of the meeting

The participants thanked Sebastian Miazza for his past support to GEO BON and to the Committee and gave
him a round of applause. The chair proposed that the Committee meet on an annual basis, with the next
meeting to take place during the first few months of 2010.

ACTION 22 — Sebastien Miazza is to assemble the ppt versions of the slides presented and make them
available on the GEO BON web site.
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ANNEX |

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS AT SC-1

Edward Vanden Berghe

Institute of Marine and Coastal Sciences
Rutgers University

71, Dudley Road

New Brunswick, New Jersey, USA
Phone: + 1 732 93 26 555

Fax: + 17329328578
evberghe@iobis.org

Daniel P. Faith
DIVERSITAS-bioGENESIS

Principal Research Scientist

The Australian Museum

6 College St., Sydney, NSW 2010, Australia
www.amonline.net.au/systematics
dpfaithma@yahoo.com.au

Simon Ferrier

SC GEO BON

Senior Principal Research Scientist
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research Organisation (CSIRO)

GPO Box 1700

Canberra ACT 2601, Australia

Phone: +61 2 62 46 41 91
simon.ferrier@csiro.au

Ma. Consuelo D. Garcia

Director Biodiversity Information
Management

ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB)
3rd FIr ERDB Building

Forestry Campus

UP at Los Banos, College, Laguna, 4031,
Philippines

Telephone: +6349 536-1044 ; +63 917 831
1305

Telefax: +6349 536-2865
http://chm.aseanbiodiversity.org/
mcdgarcia@aseanbiodiversity.org;
mcdgarcia@gmail.com

Gary N. Geller

SC GEO BON

Jet Propulsion Laboratory

MS171-264, 4800 Oak Grove Drive
Pasadena, CA 91109-8099 USA

+1 818-354-0133 FAX: +1 818-393-1370
http://terralook.cr.usgs.gov
gary.n.geller@jpl.nasa.gov

Carlo Heip

Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea Research
(NIOZ)

P.O. Box 59, 1790 AB Den Burg

Texel, Netherlands

Tel: +31 222 36 9364

Fax: +31 222 31 9674

carlo.heip@nioz.nl

Rob Jongman

Alterra Wageningen UR

PO box 47, 6700 AA Wageningen, The
Netherlands

Tel: +31 317 481824

Fax:+31 317 419000
Rob.Jongman@wur.nl

Nick King

Director

Global Biodiversity Information Facility
(GBIF)

Universitetsparken 15

DK-2100 Copenhagen @, Denmark
+453532 1471

www.gbif.org
nking@gqbif.org
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Anne Larigauderie

SC GEO BON

Executive Director
DIVERSITAS

Museum National d'Histoire Naturelle
(MNHN)

57, Rue Cuvier- CP 41

75231 Paris Cedex 05

France

Tel: 33140 79 80 41 (direct)

Tel: 33140 79 80 40 (secretariat)
www.diversitas-international.org
anne@diversitas-international.org

Sebastien Miazza

Contractor Biodiversity and Ecosystems

Group on Earth Observations (GEO)
7bis, av. de la Paix

Case postale 2300

CH-1211 Geneva 2

Switzerland

phone: +41 22 730 82 74

fax: +41 22 730 85 20
www.earthobservations.org
smiazza@geosec.org
physalus@bluewin.ch

Hal Mooney

Department of Biology
Stanford University
Stanford, California 94305
Tel. +1 650 723 1179
hmooney@stanford.edu

Douglas Muchoney

SC GEO BON

Group on Earth Observations (GEO)
7 bis, avenue de la Paix

Case Postale 2300

CH-1211 Geneva 2 Switzerland
Phone: +41 2273084 71

Fax: + 41 22 730 85 20
www.earthobservations.org
dmuchoney@geosec.org

Marc Paganini

European Space Agency (ESA)

Directorate of Earth Observation Programmes
Science, Applications and Future
Technologies Department

Via Galileo Galilei, Casella Postale 64, I-
00044 Frascati (RM) ITALY

Tel: +39 06 94180 563

Fax: +39 06 94180 552
marc.paganini@esa.int

Terry Parr

SC GEO BON

International Long-term Ecological Research
Network (ILTER)

Centre for Ecology and Hydrology
Lancaster Environment Centre
Library Avenue, Bailrigg
Lancaster LA1 4AP, UK

Direct tel: +44 (0) 1524 595832
Switchboard: +44 (0) 1524 595801
www.ecn.ac.uk

twp@ceh.ac.uk

Henrique Miguel Pereira

SC GEO BON

Centro de Biologia Ambiental
Faculdade de Ciéncias
Universidade de Lisboa

1749-016 Lisboa, Portugal
http://ecossistemas.org
http://webpages.fc.ul.pt/~hmlpereira/
Tel: +351 217 500 000 ext. 22363
Fax: +351 217 500 028
hpereira@fc.ul.pt

Mariliza V. Ticsay-Ruscoe
Knowledge Management Specialist
Biodiversity Information Management
ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB)
3rd Floor ERDB Building

UP at Los Banos, College, Laguna
Philippines 4031

Tel: +63 49 536 1044

Fax: +63 49 536 2865

myticsay @aseanbiodiversity.org
mvticsay @yahoo.com
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Robert (Bob) Scholes

SC GEO BON

SC-DIVERSITAS (Vice Chair)

CSIR - Natural Resources and Environment
PO Box 395

0001 Pretoria, South Africa

Tel: +27 12 841 2045

bscholes@csir.co.za

Woody Turner

SC GEO BON

Program Scientist, Biological Diversity
Program Manager, Ecological Forecasting
Earth Science Division

Science Mission Directorate

NASA Headquarters

Washington, DC 20546-0001
1-202-358-1662

1-202-358-2770 (fax--please mark for me)
woody.turner@nasa.gov

Michael Williams

Group on Earth Observations (GEO)
7 bis, avenue de la Paix

Case Postale 2300

CH-1211 Geneva 2 Switzerland
Phone: + 41 2273084 71

Fax: + 41 22 730 85 20
www.earthobservations.org
mwilliams@geosec.org
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