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Outline

• Context

• Goals

• Agenda
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What process has brought us here ?

• 2005 Group on Earth Observations (GEO) establishes Global Earth Observation 
System of Systems (GEOSS)

– Biodiversity is one of 9 “Societal Benefit Areas”

– Task BI-07-01 (Biodiversity Observation Network Design) assigned to 
DIVERSITAS and NASA

• 2006 October: User Needs workshop, Geneva

• 2007 November: GEO-IV Ministerial, Cape Town 

• 2008 January: Interim GEO BON SC formed 
– Draft GEO BON concept document produced
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– Biodiversity is one of 9 “Societal Benefit Areas”

– Task BI-07-01 (Biodiversity Observation Network Design) assigned to 
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– Draft GEO BON concept document produced

Catalysers of GEO BON
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Our goal at this meeting 

1- Draft GEO BON concept document: Discuss & reach agreement 
on this document

2- Produce a draft implementation plan

3- Plan initial steps of implementation

Hippopodius hippopus, a colonial 
siphonophore, NOAA, CoML 2006



© GEO Secretariat

Biodiversityiodiversityiodiversityiodiversity

Observationbservationbservationbservation

Networketworketworketwork

Who is attending this meeting ?

• Everyone having a stake in biodiversity monitoring:

– Governments representatives (GEO)

– International programmes / organisations

– Academic institutions

• GEO BON will result from our coordinated actions
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Added value GEO BON

• To provide a global, scientifically robust framework for observations 
on the detection of biodiversity change

• To coordinate the data gathering and the delivery of information

• To ensure long term continuity of data supply (operational 
observations)

• To provide a set of innovative and relevant products.
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Working groups

• WG1: User needs/ Data products

• WG2: Scientific issues

• WG3: Data

• WG4: Network/Govern.

• WG5: Business Plan

• WG6: Capacity Bldg
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Desired Outcomes:

1- Revised GEO BON Concept Document

2- Draft Implementation Plan

3- A set of actions to initiate implementation
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Many thanks to…

• Prof. Florian Jeltsch, U of Potsdam

• Prof. Norbert Jürgens, U of Hamburg

• Dr. Mariam Akhtar-Schuster, U of Hamburg

• Dr. Lothar Quintern, BMBF

• Sabrina Streif

• Ilona Lieckfeldt



© GEO Secretariat

Biodiversityiodiversityiodiversityiodiversity

Observationbservationbservationbservation

Networketworketworketwork

Tonight : Potsdam biosphere 

Bus leaving
from here at

18:30


