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UNITED NATIONS
Office for Outer Space Affairs

The Office is responsible for promoting international 
cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space, to support 
the achievement of development goals for the benefit of 
humankind

The Office implements the decisions of the United Nations 
General Assembly and of the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space and its two Subcommittees, the 
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee and the Legal 
Subcommittee. 
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Network of Regional Support Offices

RSO Algeria

RSO Nigeria

RSO I.R. Iran

RSO South Africa

RSO Ukraine

RSO Romania

RSO Pakistan

RSO ADRC

UNUN--SPIDER Regional Support Offices SPIDER Regional Support Offices 

RSO Philippines
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UN-SPIDER

� UN-SPIDER networks with all countries through the N ational Focal Points (NFP). 
A NFP is a national institution, nominated by the G overnment of the respective 
country, representing the disaster management and s pace application 
communities

� Role: to work with UN-SPIDER staff to strengthen na tional disaster management 
planning and policies and implement specific nation al activities that incorporate 
space-based technology solutions in support of disa ster management. 

� Nominations received from: Austria, Belarus, Belize , Bolivia, Bosnia & 
Herzegovina, Burundi, China, Egypt, El Salvador, Et hiopia, India, Iraq, Jordan, 
Kenya, Malawi, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocc o, Myanmar, New Zealand, 
Philippines, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Senegal, Sin gapore, Spain, Syria, 
Tanzania, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, UA E, and Ukraine.

NFP
National Focal Points
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© German Aerospace Center (DLR)

The Space-Community perspective…
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Source: http://www.3mfuture.com/investment/tsunami- alarm-system.htm

…the Disaster Management-Community perspective…
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TECHNICAL ADVISORY SUPPORT

HORIZONAL COOPERATION

OUTREACH AND CAPACITY BUILDING
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�i SpaceAID – A framework that ensures all 
countries and international and regional 
organisations are able to access and use 
space-based information for humanitarian and 
emergency response

- 24/7 Hotline for NFPs and UN Agencies

�i SPIDER Global Thematic Partnership –
established at the 2nd GPDRR. Working 
together to ensure access and use for disaster 
risk reduction. 

Ensuring Access to Existing OpportunitiesEnsuring Access to Existing Opportunities

Response

Risk 
Reduction
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UNUN--SPIDER SPIDER SpaceAidSpaceAid FrameworkFramework

� Facilitate fast access to space-based information for affected 
countries, international and regional organizations in the 
event of a disaster

� All types of space-based technology (navigation, 
communication, imagery, radar etc)

� Framework operational 24 hours a day/ 7 days a week
� Service request through a hotline (telephone, email or fax)
� Work through Regional Support Offices, National Focal 

Points and local UN Agencies
� In disaster medicine working closely with the World 

Association for Disaster and Emergency Medicine (WADEM). 
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SpaceAidSpaceAid DisasterDisaster WebpageWebpage

� Updated information on the disaster
� Updated information on available products
� Information on available pre- and post disaster images
� UN-SPIDER contact points
� Information on Satellite and Sensor Tasking
� Geographic Information Support Team (GIST) data sets 
� Vector files of harmed areas
� Other Space-based information 
� Situation Reports and additional relevant links
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The Namibian Flood/Disease SensorWeb Pilot Project
Working directly with the Government of Namibia UN-SPIDER initiated a follow-up activity together 

with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the German Space Agency (DLR) with the goal to 

implement a pilot project that also supports the government of Namibia in the aftermath of floods.

The main project idea is to combine high resolution satellite imagery with hydrologic ground data 
and modelling in order to derive useful flood forecasting tools for the next flood season in the sense 

of a transboundary flood management system for local decision makers.

The two key components of the pilot project are:

Flood early warning & management
Vector- and water-borne disease early warning

Key set of initial participants

Namibian Department of Water Affairs, Ministry of Agriculture Water and Forestry, Namibian Ministry of 
Health and Social Services, UN-SPIDER, UN-ISDR, UN-Water, NASA/GSFC & NOAA, German Space 
Agency (DLR), Dartmouth Flood Observatory, Ukraine Space Research Institute (SRI), Taiwan National 
Space Program Office and National Cheng-Kung Univ., Canadian Space Agency (CSA), Committee on 

Earth Observing Satellites (CEOS) Working Group on Information Systems and Services(WGISS)
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Campaign Manager

Area of interest & type 
of satellite data

Customized plan 
of needed satellite 
images

Flood and 
disease risk 
maps

Needed 
satellite data

UN-SPIDER Portal

Namibian in-
country data center

Satellite Sensor 
Planning Services

Flood & 
disease 
models
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Collaborative Network DevelopmentCollaborative Network Development

• Supply demand and use information

• participate in multi-agency working groups

• strengthen existing communities of practice … enhance and keep 
them networked

•Joint assessment missions - Implement and coordinate pilot projects

• Link webportals, strengthen data exchange, cross-sharing 
information regarding new initiatives

• Joint network development 

• Wider availability of information from scientific networks
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United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs

UN-SPIDER
www.unspider.org

E-mail: un-spider@unoosa.org

THANKTHANK --YOUYOU


