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Group on Earth Observations


User Interface Committee

UIC Activity under GEO Task US-06-01: 

A Proposed Process for Identifying Critical Earth Observation Priorities for the 
Biodiversity and Ecosystems Societal Benefit Area
Task US-06-01 in the GEO 2007-2009 Workplan states:

Establish a GEO process for identifying critical Earth observation priorities common to many GEOSS societal benefit areas, involving scientific and technical experts, taking account of socio-economic factors, and building on the results of existing systems’ requirements development processes. 
At the GEO-III Plenary, the UIC members formed groups to develop possible processes to identify critical Earth observation priorities for each Societal Benefit Area (SBA).  In early 2007, the UIC will evaluate the proposed processes across the nine SBAs and will initiate activities to identify the priority observations within each SBA.  Later in 2007, the UIC will compare the observation priorities across the SBAs and identify ones that are common to many SBAs.  
This document describes a possible process to identify critical Earth observation priorities for the Biodiversity and Ecosystems SBA.  At the Bonn UIC meeting, no UIC members identified an interest in developing a proposed process for these two SBAs.  The following is a suggested process from colleagues from USA/National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), including one NASA employee who is a member from the GEO Capacity Building Committee.  

These USA/NASA colleagues noted that the Biodiversity and Ecosystems SBAs can have significant overlap, and they suggest conducting the process for them simultaneously.  For the sake of this exercise, they limited the scope of their proposed process to the topic of invasive species.  They suggest this process as a general model that can be tailored to the Biodiversity and Ecosystems SBAs, depending on the overall scope that UIC wishes to encompass in its US-06-01 activities for these two SBAs. 

The following list summarizes the six-step process:  

1. Determine the GEO UIC team to lead and conduct the process

2.  GEO UIC team contacts the Global Invasive Species Program (GISP) and requests their critical Earth observation priorities for invasive species.  (The GISP is an international group with representation from numerous national and regional invasive species organizations.)
3.  GEO UIC team provides a deadline to the GISP and checks with them monthly

4.  GEO UIC team receives and reviews the GISP input
5.  The team contacts the GISP for any questions and clarifications on their input

6.  The team submits their input to the GEO UIC 
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