Representatives of about 40 international and national organizations met in Geneva last week to begin the task of setting up a global biodiversity observation system. 

At the heart of such a system is the need to ensure the world’s biodiversity data and information will be made available as part of the ongoing effort to establish a Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS).

GEOSS was set up and endorsed by nearly 60 countries to improve our understanding of the earth’s systems for improved decision-making in protecting the environment, human health, safety and welfare.

As the world’s biodiversity continues to come under increasing pressure from human activities, the need to monitor the resulting changes to animal and plant communities becomes more critical. New technologies, such as remote-sensing with its overviews of the earth’s surface and predictive modelling software , combined with growing systems for mapping species occurrences, have opened up promising new monitoring and predicting opportunities.

Through an improved monitoring and predicting system, critical issues that face societies around the world, such as invasive species, threatened species, animal-borne diseases and sustainable use of biological resources, could be better dealt with based on ready availability of more accurate scientific data and analyses of that data for decision-making. 

The timing for this initiative is important to help determine the state of the world’s biodiversity to confirm progress towards the objective established under the UN Convention on Biological Diversity to reduce the rate of biodiversity loss on the planet by 2010.

There are many efforts at the national, regional and international levels to build electronic systems to track the health of many species and the ecosystems they live in. This will be the first attempt to build a global network that links and supports these other efforts bringing in the latest new technologies available.

The Geneva meeting, in particular,  now positions biodiversity science and remote-sensing communities to develop appropriate strategies to greatly improve monitoring for conservation purposes. It was hosted by DIVERSITAS, GTOS and GBIF (see attachment one).

The organizations represented at the meeting (see attachment two) have agreed they will co-operate to prepare the appropriate strategies to go to a ministerial meeting of those countries that have signed on to GEOSS. The ministerial meeting will take place in November 2007.

The strategies will be specifically aimed at:

· organization and implementation needs of the system;

· inventories of existing systems and in-situ observation sites;

· access to specimen and species data;

· resolution of technical issues, such as standards, interoperability and geographic scales.

For further information please contact:
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